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Janice McDonald wins Top 100 Award for third year in a row
By Kita Szpak
Janice McDonald, a 10-year 
resident of Rockcliffe Park 
and president of The Beacon 
Agency in Ottawa, contin-
ues to shine in the commu-
nity of Canada’s most iconic 
women leaders upon being 
named an Executive Network 
(WXN) 2015 Canada’s Most 
Powerful Women: Top 100 
Award Winner for the third 
year in a row. She is keep-
ing good company with such 
illustrious past award win-
ners as Margaret Atwood, 
Dr. Roberta Bondar and 
Michaëlle Jean. 

Launched in 2003, the Top 
100 Awards celebrate the 
incredible accomplishments 
of Canada’s top female exec-
utive talent. WXN creates and 
delivers innovative network-
ing, mentoring, professional 
and personal development 
to inform, inspire, connect 
and recognize its community 
of more than 19,500 smart 
women and their organiza-
tions in the pursuit of excel-
lence. 

Janice received the BMO 
Arts and Communications 
Award – the category that 
has been hers to win for the 

last three years – during a 
gala celebration at the Metro 
Toronto Convention Centre a 
couple of months ago. This 
category recognizes women 
who have shaped Canadian 
thinking and culture through 
the profound impact they 
have made in the Arts or 
Communications industry. 

“It is a great honour to 
have been recognized again 
in 2015 alongside so many 
remarkable women. Canada 
is the best country in the 
world and I am proud to play 
a role in the advancement 
of women in leadership in 
Canada,” said Janice.

Many remember Janice as 
the local co-founder of CD 
Warehouse Inc. and president 
of Mymusic.ca where her 
entrepreneurship savvy first 
caught fire with clients and 
public alike. To win such a 
prestigious award in a pro-
hibitively competitive cli-
mate three years running is a 
testament to Janice’s combi-
nation of leading-edge educa-
tion, business success, and 
focused ambition all threaded 
through with the intention 
to do good before the term 
“social entrepreneurship” 

was even invented. 
A true pioneer in this regard, 

Janice has Leadership training 
from Harvard and INSEAD 
graduate school, and was 
appointed to the Women’s 
Leadership Board at Harvard 
Kennedy School in March 
2014. She is past chair of 
Women in Communications 
and Technology, and the 
Organization for Women in 
International Trade – Ottawa. 
She is current chair of the 
International Women’s Forum 
Ottawa Chapter, and board 
director with Futurpreneur. 
As the quintessential men-
tor, Janice works to create 
the necessary conditions and 
opportunities for women to 
thrive and succeed in busi-
ness in Canada.

For her two previous wins 
in the ranks of Canada’s Top 
100 Most Powerful Women 
in 2013 and 2014, Janice was 
awarded a World of Difference 
100 Award in Washington 
from The International 
Alliance for Women and 
National Leadership Award 
from Canadian Women in 
Communications.

Always ready to broaden 
her horizons, Janice was part 

of the first all-women trade 
mission to Sao Paulo, Brazil 
last May. She’s presently 
studying towards another 
master’s degree (Fine Arts) 
at King’s College in Halifax 

in addition to the M.A. in 
Canadian Studies that she 
already has, as well as certi-
fication from The Canadian 
Institute for Conflict 
Resolution and an ICD.D des-
ignation from The Institute of 
Corporate Directors. A new 
book Hashtag Niceland: For 
Business, It Pays to Care is 
expected to be released this 
year.

As president of The Beacon 
Agency, which offers custom-
ized breakthrough insights in 
social entrepreneurship, busi-
ness strategy, and leadership 
training, Janice continues 
to do good in a remarkable 
way. The agency is currently 
conducting a national study 
on women entrepreneurs 
and their approach to risk 
in partnership with BMO 
and Carleton University. Her 
latest startup is This Space 
Works. 

Given her credentials, 
accomplishments and con-
tinued determination to lead 
others effectively, it is no 
wonder Janice has claimed 
the Arts and Communication 
Award once more – excep-
tional Canadian that she is. 
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Rockcliffe Park’s Janice 
McDonald, co-founder of CD 
Warehouse, was honoured for 
her entrepreneurship in 2015.


